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Congratulations
Paul Midgley, Fellow of the Royal Society
Harry Bhadeshia, Belgian Francqui Chair 2013-14, Katholique 
University, Leuven
Bartek Glowacki, the Order of Polonia Restituta
Colin Humphreys, Honorary Fellowship of the Royal 
Microscopical Society
Tony Cheetham, The American Institute of Chemists 2014 
Chemical Pioneer Award

Lindsay Greer, Max Planck Lecture 2014 (Stuttgart)
Xavier Moya, Senior Research Fellow, Churchill College, from 
1 October 2014
Rowan Leary, Junior Research Fellow, Clare College from 
1 October 2014.
Kai Xi, Shuai Cao and Xiaou Peng, 2013 Grand Prize of the 
DOW Sustainability Innovation Student Challenge Award (SISCA) 
for their work on Li-S batteries

Cornwall, Campinas and 
Composites

In 1976 Bill Clyne completed a PhD on 
solidi�cation cracking in aluminium 
alloys supervised by Graeme Davies and 

then, for nine years, pursued a peripatetic 
academic career.  In the 1970s, Graeme 
had established strong links with Brazil 
and this led to Bill taking up a post in the 
University of Campinas where he lectured 
for three years - in Portuguese - and 
supervised several PhD students.  He then 
joined the EPFL in Lausanne, now giving 
some presentations and classes in French, 
before moving in 1981 to a lectureship in 
the University of Surrey, where Tony Kelly  
was then the Vice-Chancellor and Peter 
Goodhew was a Departmental colleague.  
It was in Guildford that his and Gail’s two 
daughters were born.  In a �nal move, 
he returned to Cambridge in 1985 as a 
University Lecturer and Fellow of Downing.  
Since then Bill has maintained vigorous 
activity in research and teaching in the 
Department, being promoted to Professor 
in 1999, and has �lled several rôles in 
Downing.  Not infrequently some of the 
many national and international contacts 
made between 1976 and 1985 have 
proved of bene�t to the Department.

In research, his interests include composites 
and coatings, especially plasma-sprayed 
thermal barrier coatings where Kevin 
Roberts’ expertise in the Process Lab has 
proved invaluable.  About 70 students have 
successfully gained PhDs in Cambridge 
under his supervision.  With Bill Clegg 
he established the Gordon Lab in the 

Department, initially funded by DERA but 
now providing a framework for industrial 
collaboration.  Internationally he has been 
involved with the Federation of European 
Materials Societies for a decade, serving as 
its President for a time.  In teaching, he has 
given a wide range of lecture courses and, 
as Deputy Head of Department, he chaired 
the Teaching Committee for seven years 
up to summer 2013.  Of particular note he 
has played a major part in the creation of 
web-based teaching resources in Materials, 
nationally with Peter Goodhew in Liverpool 
and locally with the DoITPoMS project.  In 
Downing he served for 10 years as Dean 
and �ve as Admissions Tutor.  In the latter 
capacity, he was instrumental in initiating 
the scheme by which different Colleges 
target different geographic areas of the UK 
within the Access Initiative and Downing 

took on the South West of England, Bill’s 
home territory!

From Saltash Comprehensive School in 
Cornwall, Bill came up to St John’s in 1970 
where he admits to being (admirably) 
in�uenced in his choice of route through 
the Natural Sciences Tripos by Jim Charles 
and John Leake. He also played soccer 
for the College over a six-year period; as 
a result he was elected to � and remains 
a member of � the College’s Eagles Club.  
Since then Football has been replaced by 
skiing and punting; for many years an 
annual skiing trip was a major feature 
of his research group’s social activities, 
now summer punt parties promote group 
bonding.


